
 

 

December 2013 / January 2014   CIRCULATION: 1,292 
Wamboin Community Assn: www.wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Bywong Community: www.bywongcommunity.org.au 

Fire Brigade: http://brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au 
All proceeds from advertisements after printing costs go to the WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION that started The Whisper as a 

community newsletter in 1981, and continues to own it.  The newsletter is distributed to all letterboxes in Wamboin, Bywong and to 

Palerang Council residents southeast of the Federal Highway at the start of each month, except January.  Contributions from all residents are 

encouraged, valued and the main content of the newsletter.  The Editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 6238-

3484.  Please email contributions to either Tnednoel@optusnet.com.au or whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au or mail them.  The deadline 

for the next issue of The Whisper is always the last Sunday of the month, 7 pm, so for the February 2014 issue the deadline is Sunday, 26 

January, 2013, 7 pm.  Instant Colour Press will then multiply 1 copy into almost 1,300.   Then the new issue goes to volunteer deliverers by 

the first Sunday of the new month.  

LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCIES Fire/Police/Ambulance  - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours 
Bungendore Police:  6238 1244   Wamboin Fire Brigade Info Centre: 0409 991 340    Ambulance Bookings: 131233 

    LOCAL  FACILITIES AND CONTACTS 
Wamboin Community Assn Je  Jenny Richards, President   6238 1329 president@wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Bywong Community Darryl Bourke, President  president@bywongcommunity.org.au 

Fire Brigade Richard Hobbs, Captain 0409 991 340   

Resident Palerang Councillor Pete Harrison 0427 711 028  cr.pete.harrison@palerang.nsw.gov.au 

Resident Palerang Councillor Keith France 0427 365 715 cr.keith.france@palerang.nsw.gov.au 

Wamboin Markets Joan Mason, contact 6238 3258  

Sutton School Playgroup Johanna Bradley , Convenor 0406 399 713 johannabradley@dodo.com.au 

Landcare Roger Good, Secretary 6236 9048  

Community Nurse  Heather Morrison, Bungendore 6238 1333  

NSW Emergency Services NSW Call Centre, Staff 132 500 For assistance in storm or flood emergency 

NSW Emergency Svcs Adm Colin Brown, Controller 6238 0222   For non-urgnt help, answd by local volunteer 

Justice of the Peace Peter Greenwood, JP 6238 3358  

Justice of the Peace Keith France, JP 6238 3596  

Justice of the Peace Margaret Fletcher, JP 6238 1211  

Justice of the Peace Tony Holland 6238 3762 hollandfamily@rockyhill.com.au 

Justice of the Peace Jill Sedaitis, JP 6236 9559  

Wamboin Scout Group Peter Harrison, contact 6238 3525  

Wamboin Pony Club Leanne Quick, Club Captain 6238 3435  

Geary’s Gap Pony Club Katarina Biondic, contact 0421 859 917  

Wamboin Play Group Emma Auzins, Convener 6238 3974   emauzins@gmail.com 

Bywong Hall Bookings Guy Cotsell, contact 6230 3523        cotsell@moraguy.net 

Wamboin Hall Bookings Joan Mason, contact 6238 3258  

Church - Anglican Robyn Robertson, Warden 6238 3202  

Christian Prayer Group Steve & Imelda Taylor, cntacts 6238 3220  

KYB Bible Study Group Yvonne Barrett, contact 6230 3539   

Golf Peter Greenwood, Golfer 6238 3358 p.greenwood2@bigpond.com 

Injured Wildlife Wildcare, Helpline 6299 1966  

Wonderful Wmen of Wmbn Gail Ritchie Knight, Contact 0416 097 500 whirlwind@argonite.com.au 

Lake George VIEW Club Pauline Segeri, contact 6238 1996  

Wamboin Book Group Alice Scott, Secretary 6238 3178  

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
Alana Stenning Pet sitting 6238 3030 Jess Smith pet sitting, house sitting 6238 3115 

Fiona Skea baby sitting 6238 3290 Ashleigh Caird baby sitting 6238 0746 

Genevieve Phipps Babysitting/pet sitting 6238 1660 Gabrielle Simpkin baby sitting/ pets sitting 6238-1335 

Mara Sutcliffe pet sitting 6238 3228 Jack&Matilda Whitney child,pet&home sttg,oddjobs 6238 3059 

Jordan Brown baby sitting 0414-907-921    
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KARELIA RIDING 

INSTRUCTION 

2 Clare Lane Bywong 2621 

www.karelia-riding.cjb.net 

 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS 8am – 8pm 

With quiet, educated lesson horses safe for beginners and nervous riders 

Book your Private Lesson today 

Or  

Small group lessons for families 

Parent and child lessons available 

 

  

Join the fun of 

KARELIA RIDING CLUB 

For young riders and teens to enjoy a whole day Program every Sunday 9-3pm 
-        With group lessons  

-        Fun theory sessions 

-        Lunch included 

-        Riding Competitions 

-        Medal / trophy presentations 

School holiday 3 day Programs also available 
  

Contact Angela Miettinen - 0416 335217 

Karelia is proudly sponsored by 

-THE FEED SHED BUNGENDORE 

-DAVID LE MESURIER HOOFCARE & TRIMMING 

-SOUTHERN TABLELANDS EQUINE DENTISTRY 

-THE EQUINE TOUCH 
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 Well the year is quickly drawing to a close and there are quite a number of things to mention.  

 Wamboin Community Carols  – Our annual Community Christmas Carols are fast approaching. On Friday 20th 

December at 7:00 pm these will be held at the Community Hall (see ad further in the Whisper). It's a great night of 

enthusiastic singing, contributions from the Playgroup children and the local children of Wamboin, great music, a sausage 

sizzle and of course Santa arriving on a fire truck. The cost is a donation of a gift to be placed under the Christmas tree for 

someone less fortunate. All monies raised by the sausage sizzle (gold coin donation) also go to others less fortunate at this time 

of year. Everybody is welcome to join us on the 20th December.  

 Christmas Play – Once again I'm organising the Christmas Play and I would love to hear from parents who would like 

their children to be part of this. There is no age limit; little ones are as welcome as older children. I'm particularly eager to have 

some boys participate but we welcome all children from Wamboin and surrounds. Please ring me on 6238 1329 if you have a 

child (or children) who want to join in so we can discuss what they would like to be and costume details etc. There will be a 

run through of the play on Thursday 12th December at the Community Hall at 7:00 pm. This is particularly important for 

those children with speaking parts to attend. On the actual night of the Carols it would be good for all children in the play to 

arrive at the Hall by 6:30 pm please so we can get costumes right. Hope to hear from some of you very soon.  

 WCA Meeting – Our final WCA meeting for the year will be held at 7:30 pm on 17th December. Xmas drinks will 

follow the meeting and all members of the Community are welcome to attend.  After that the WCA will go into recess over 

January and meet back again on February 18th 2014 at 7:30 pm at the Community Hall in Bingley Way.  

 Mail Box Competition – The WwoW's are organising their decorated mailbox competition and details are available 

further in the Whisper and in the Mirror. Important thing to remember is that entries close 15th December and and a photo of 

your mail box or gate or drive way must be sent to sally.saunders1@bigpond.com.  

 Wamboin Community Association Constitution – A number of people have been working to pull together a draft 

constitution to cover our Association. This is about to go on-line on our website for all members of the community to examine 

and make suggestions. Further information about this and whom to contact is available further in the Whisper. Please look at 

this and forward us any suggestions you may have.  

 Community Noticeboards – Now unfortunately a gripe. Our noticeboards that are located at various places around 

Wamboin are for chalk only! Printed notices are not to be stuck on the noticeboards as they are invariably left for long periods 

of time and the methods used to adhere them to the boards (sticky tape and other types of tape) destroy the surface of the 

boards. We have no objection to your message being displayed on the board in chalk but please no more printed notices.  

 That's it for awhile. I'd like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has given me their support this year. In 

particular I thank my family – my husband, Stephen, Anita, and my three youngest girls. Finally I want to wish everyone in 

Wamboin a happy, and safe Christmas and hope  to see you in 2014.  

 - Jenny Richards ( President) 
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Editor’s Note:  Because this page provides professional advice but also gives prominence to Canberra Equine Hospital, the 

Hospital has generously agreed to pay for it at the adverting  rate so as to share in Whisper printing costs. 
 
 

  Laminitis in Horses  By Dr. Natasha Hovanessian 

 
Have you ever had a horse with laminitis, also known as founder? If so, you probably realise it’s an extremely painful 
condition of the hooves that can be life-threatening. Laminitis occurs when there is inflammation of the laminae, the 
tissues in the hoof which attach the pedal bone, (the bone inside the hoof), to the hoof capsule. With inflammation and 
disruption to the blood supply to the laminae, these attachments break down and the pedal bone can rotate and drop 
through the sole of the hoof. Laminitis most commonly affects the front feet, however can also occur in the hind feet, 
and it may occur in one foot or all four feet. If recognised in its early stages, long term deleterious effects can be 
avoided. The exact nature of the laminitis trigger factors, apparently reaching the lamellar tissues via the circulation, 
has yet to be clarified 
 
Although the exact cause(s) remain elusive, laminitis occurs with a number of conditions including sepsis, pneumonia, 
colic, diarrhoea, burns, retained placenta, foot trauma and corticosteroid administration. Additionally, laminitis can 
occur from carbohydrate/sugar overload with excessive grain or grass ingestion, which many ponies are susceptible to. 
Another common presentation of laminitis is in association with hormone or metabolic conditions including Cushing’s 
Disease and Equine Metabolic Syndrome (insulin resistance). 
 
Advice should be sought from a veterinarian as soon as possible, i.e. within hours, as early intervention can prevent life 
threatening deterioration of the condition. Management and treatment of laminitis by the veterinarian may include rest 
and strict confinement on deep, soft bedding, application of foot pads, direct cooling of the limbs (cryotherapy), dietary 
alteration, pain and inflammation management with medications and farriery techniques to correct forces placed on 
the coffin bone and hoof wall. Radiographs (x-rays) are often advised to monitor the condition and tailor the farriery 
recommendations. 
 
Although some cases may respond relatively quickly to treatment, other cases may take weeks and possibly even 
months for a complete recovery. Depending on the severity of the laminitis, gradual corrective trimming/shoeing and 
anti-inflammatory therapy may return the hoof to normal. Working closely with your vet and farrier can ensure a more 
successful outcome.  
 
Prevention is always than the cure, especially for laminitis. Unfortunately, once a horse has had laminitis it is prone to 
future episodes. Although it may seem unkind, some horses and ponies should not be allowed access to grass and not 
be given meals with much grain and concentrates. Maintaining a healthy body condition and avoiding obesity, with 
proper nutrition and exercise, as well as good general health including vaccinations, deworming and dentals to avoid 
illness are important. Regular farrier attention and prompt veterinary care for conditions such as grain overload, 
retained placenta post foaling and diarrhoea is also essential.   
 
Laminitis is a complicated condition and if you would like further information, please contact Canberra Equine Hospital 
on (02) 6241 8888 or equine@canberravet.com.au. 

                                                                                   
X-ray (radiograph) of horse’s foot showing        Typical saw-horse stance of a horse with laminitis.  

rotation of pedal bone inside the hoof.                 This indicates the horse is in severe pain. Horses 
                                                                                        may also be reluctant to move or pick up the feet. 
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Bywong  

Community 

News 
www.bywongcommunity.org.au 
Darryl Bourke, President 

This News Put Together by the 

Bywong Committee  

CHRISTMAS DRINKS – DECEMBER 7TH  FROM 6-9PM. JUST TURN UP TO THE COMMUNITY HALL 

BIRRIWA ROAD. ALL BYWONG RESIDENTS AND VISITORS WELCOME! 

 Macs Reef Road. Whilst the Community has applauded Council’s work on the hill on Macs Reef Road, the reopening 

of the direct route to the coast almost immediately produced a return of the garnish of  rubbish remembered from former days. 

This time drink bottles and cartons seem particularly prevalent. The Community is now considering notices urging travellers to 

take their rubbish home. We are open to suggestions for the wording – perhaps we could rival the wit generated on the Canturf 

billboards at Bungendore? 

 We are still awaiting a response from Clean Up Australia to our request to be granted a group registration for our 

participation in the annual national Clean Up in March. 

 Our popular coast road also seems to be producing a higher than usual rate of road kill, including numbers of well-

grown kangaroos, but also tortoises, shinglebacks other smaller locals. The November meeting of the Community discussed 

erection or promotion of  signage alerting motorists to the problem. Jean-Pierre is to prepare a suggestion for signage. Our 

campaign will not extend to bush flies – has anyone noticed a recent upsurge? 

 Another reminder that the Community’s chalkboards on Macs Reef Road are for community notices. They are not 

intended for the childish airing of intemperate slogans promoting personal prejudices or grouches. 

 Dance across the highway. Our Community is talking to the Sutton Community Association about the possibility of a 

joint bush dance to be held in March. These events ( a similar one takes place in Burra) are not fund raisers – they aim to break 

even and costs are low as food and drink are BYO. Watch for more details.  

 First Aid kit. The Bywong Hall Committee has agreed to a request from the Association to provide a first aid kit for 

the Hall. This will be installed shortly. 

 Pony Club News. Geary’s Gap Pony Club members have been out and about competing at Zone show riding and State 

One Day Events, with some good results. The Club’s Rally Day was held on 10 November. The Christmas Rally Day has been 

moved to 15 December to avoid a clash with State Show riding championships which are being held at Bungendore on 7 and 8 

December. Preparations are under way for the Club’s annual camp to be held at Bungendore from 2 to 6 January. 

 Car Boot Sale and Trivia night. Yes, we can confirm that both these popular events are on again next year. The day 

for the Sale is is 30 March, and Trivia Night is 19 July – watch this column for details. 

 Bywong in the world.  The  Community will prepare a short entry for Bywong for Wikipedia with a link to the 

Community website. Clive Boughton will prepare the text.  

 Next Meeting. The first meeting of the Community in the New Year will be at the Bywong Hall in Birriwa Road on 10 

February at 7.30 pm. 
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Dog Training and Behaviour course for 

Beginners IN BYWONG 
        A well-behaved dog is a pleasure to own. 

Spending a little time with your dog each day 

and knowing just what to ask of your dog is 

what this course will teach you. You will be 

learning about basic dog behaviour and 

psychology, as well as various obedience 

exercises, such as sit, drop, wait, come and 

walking on a loose lead. These classes will also 

discuss dealing with dogs and snakes and how 

to control dogsaround livestock and wildlife, 

including advice on how to train your dog to 

avoid snakes.Children are very welcome to the 

classes, however please 

discuss with us if your child 

will need help from an adult 

throughout the lessons.   

Class duration: 1 hours  

Cost: $135 per dog for 6 

weeks.Class limit: 6 people.   

Please call Heike Hahner on 

4842 7143 or email 

hhahner@bigpond.com 

 

 

Wamboin Community Association (WCA) Constitution 
 At the September General Meeting of the WCA it was agreed that a working group be set up to draft a new constitution 

for the WCA.  The constitution would be based on the model constitution advocated by the NSW Department of Fair Trading.  

It would accord with the provisions of current NSW Government legislation and reflect the interests of the Wamboin 

community. 

 The  initial draft of the constitution has been posted on the WCA website at 

http://wamboincommunity.asn.au/constitution and community members are invited to comment.  The intention is to consider 

all comments received by Wednesday 15 January 2014, enabling the working group to present a  second draft to the WCA 

February General Meeting on February 18 at the Wamboin Community Hall.  A final draft will then be available for the WCA 

Annual General Meeting on March 18 for endorsement. 

I invite all members of the Wamboin community to consider the main provisions of this constitution, eg. Membership.  

I look forward to receiving your comments on behalf of the working group by 15 January 2014 by one of the following 

methods:   Email:  secretary@wamboincommunity.asn.au, Phone: 6238 3590, John van der Straaten, WCA Secretary 

 

Rainfall and Temperatures in Wamboin – 38 year statistics from the Robertsons   
November rainfall to 24/11 …  81.5mm (Nov 2012  …  79.25mm) 

2013 rainfall to 24/11   . .. 530.25mm (2012 to 30/11   … 749.5mm) 

Average December rainfall  ...  63.4mm (Dec  2012  …  55.75mm) 

Wettest Dec …177.55mm in 2010 Driest Dec  … 0mm  in 1979 

Hottest Dec day  …  37C on 21/12/99 Coldest Dec day … 13C on 13/12/87 

Coldest Dec night … -3C on 9/12/99 Average Jan rainfall …  60.9mm 

(Jan 2013 …  47mm) Wettest Jan  …   197.5mm in 1995 

Driest Jan …  6mm in 1979 Hottest Jan day … 39C on 19/1/98 

Coldest Jan day   ….   17C  x  3 times Coldest Jan night …  7C  x  twice 

    

    

  

     

 

Wamboin 15 Years Ago    Whisper of December 1998 / January 1999      Circulation 800    
by Robyn Robertson 

 This appeared in the “15 years ago column” 15 years ago. An extract from the Whisper, December 1983:  Carols night 

11 December. Despite a bleak night fifteen families turned out for a rousing Christmas Carols evening at Wamboin Park last 

Sunday week. A joyous and festive evening was had by all, and at the (damp/cold) conclusion a collection was taken for the 

Salvation Army Christmas Appeal.  

 Note:  This was the last carols evening that had to be held in the open. By 1984 the Community Hall had been built. 
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BUNGENDORE LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS 

 
 

      Firewood Sand, Gravel, Mulch, Topsoil, Veg-Mix 
Feature rocks and riverstone    Mushroom compost, Bobcat 

Decomposed granite (yellow)    Excavator and Roller 
Ironbark strainers and poles Certified weighbridge, Cement 

Old Railway Sleepers, Wine Barrels, Pavers  Hardwood sleepers – Stakes – Pegs 

     Ph 6238 0460   Open 7 Days    36 King Street  Bungendore 
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Greenway Walk Sunday 26 January 1914 
by David MacDonald 

 Heart health: come for a morning Greenways stroll in Wamboin on Australia Day, 2014, Sunday 26 January 
2014, 7.30 am to mid-morning 

MEET at 7.30 am on Sunday 26 January at the southern end of Clare Lane, Wamboin – enter from Bungendore 
Road.  

WALK: Starting at 7.30 am before the day heats up, we will walk south along Clare Lane and Valley View Lane, 
thence Norton Road, Clare Valley Place and over the ridge on the Greenway to return to our starting place – an easy 3.5 km, 
one hour, stroll. 
 BYO BREAKFAST to eat at the end of the walk under the beautiful trees there. Perhaps bring something to share? 

BRING: please wear sturdy footwear and bring water and sun protection. 
CHILDREN AND PETS-ON-LEADS are most welcome. 
TO REGISTER FOR THIS WALK AND FOR FURTHER INFORMATION please contact the walk leader, Nora 

Stewart, email Nora [at] SetDancing.com.au or phone her on 6230 3305. 
 Another event organised by GROW – the Bywong/Wamboin Greenways Renewal Working Group, 
http://www.bywongcommunity.org.au/about/bywong-greenways/?searchterm=grow . 

BRUCIC    EXCAVATIONS 
Trucks, Bobcats and Excavators 

for HireRock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks,  Roadworks, House Sites, Sheds & Garages,  
Water Tanks, Footings,  Sand & Gravel, Landscape Supplies 

Supply and Install Septic Tanks and Absorption Trenches 

Enquiries Phone Darko     Phone  6238 1884    Mobile  0408 682 191 

OAKLEIGH BERRY FARM  
Raspberry, Blackberry, Quince, Feijoa.

Grown locally on our farm on Sutton Road and made into 
 Jam, Curd, Vinegar, Syrup, Jelly, Sauce, Paste.  Dried into Leathers, Preserved in spirits.   

All available for purchase at the Wamboin Produce Markets each month.  Fresh fruit available seasonally. 
Alan and Eleanor     Ph. 62383224   Mob. 0429 434944   alan.rope@priam.com.au
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Firewood
Summer Special

Quality Yellow and Red Box $165 per tonne
Split and Delivered.  
Discount on 6 tonnes and over. 

Phone David Skillin 6227 6129

DEANE FENCING
Jamison ACT 2614

Phone: 6230 3088     Mobile 0414 525 525
Email: deane.fencing@hotmail.com

Specialises in Road, Bridge, Carpark Safety Barriers
and Fencing
- Guard rails

- Wire rope (flex fence) barriers
- Isolator concrete barrier

- Thriebem guardrail
- Work zone barriers
- Pedestrian barriers
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Free range eggs for sale to put order in phone and pick up on weekend or after hours in Bywong.  Phone 6238 1481.  

It is baby bird season and Wildcare Queanbeyan Inc is always on the lookout for new bird carers, particularly those that are 

able to take on baby birds which require feeding every couple of hours.  Wildcare is also on the lookout for suitable aviaries to 

use for caring for birds.  If you have one that you want to sell (or even better, give away), we would love to hear from 

you.  The aviary would need to be at least 2.5m x 1.5m, although the bigger the better.  If you are able to help, either with 

caring for birds or with an aviary, please call Maryanne on 0411 422 897.    Wildcare is a registered charity and relies solely on 

fundraising and donations to carry out its work.  For more information see www.wildcare.com.au 

“We got laid in Bywong” fresh free range egs for sale.  Phone Martin on 6230  3305 or email to martinsorganics.com.au 

For Sale, reduced to $6,300 ONO, 2003 Nissan Pulsar N-16 STL in Excellent Condition. Regularly serviced, Rego till 7.4.14. 

Call 62383296 or (before 16.12.13)  Tony: 0422859113 or Maria: 0409 447 181. 

Lack of time to exercise your horses? If that is the case then I can help. Whether your interest is dressage, jumping, or pleasure, 

I am available to help in the fitness of your horse, and well as competition preparation. Call Annie (Equine Science Student, 

CSU) on (h)6238 0878 or (mob) 0488 714 337. 

Tomatoes. Stop press! I picked my first ripe ‘Racing’ tomato today, November 25 at 6.15pm. Yes, it was grown in my 

homemade glasshouse and is officially known as a ‘Patio Prize’. Just had to let you know. Lofty Mason. 

Wildcare Calendar - best yet.  Help your local wildlife group & buy a 

Wildcare 2014 calendar. Only $10. Money raised directly helps our injured and 

orphaned wildlife. Buy one for friends, relatives and yourself. Contact: 

Lorraine Bell 62382882 or 0439599032; ljb100@bigpond.com 

Wombats on the Wall for 2014.    Get your 2014 wombat calendar from 

Lesley Machin, Weeroona Drive, Wamboin, Tel: 6238 3717. Still only $10. And you will directly 

help the Native Animal Rescue Group rescue and rehabilitate injured and orphaned wildlife. A great cause and great pictures. 

Convert those precious memories from VHS or VHSC Video to DVD, Records and Cassette Tapes to CD, right here in 

Wamboin.   Act now before they are lost forever.  Fast turnaround.  Only $12 per Video and from $12 per Record or Cassette. 

Phone Vicky or Tony Holland on 6238 3762 or 0403 069018. 

FOR HIRE: BYWONG COMMUNITY HALL. Suitable for smaller functions and  seminars, groups etc.  Check 

availability and booking information on www.bywongcommunity.org.au. 

FOR HIRE from the Wamboin Hall: A 4 Burner, Hooded BBQ with side burner. Half cast iron plate and half grill plus 

temperature gauge.   $50 (includes gas) together with $30 cleaning bond. Both payable on collection. Bond refunded if BBQ is 

returned clean. Enquiries - Joan Mason 6238 3258.  

Trestles and chairs are available for hire by local residents. Hire rates are: Trestle $10ea and chairs $1.50 ea.  Price does not 

include delivery or pick-up charges. Available from the Wamboin Community Hall, 112 Bingley Way. Must be returned in 

clean servicable condition. All damages are responsibility of the hirer.  Equipment must be tied securely on trailer etc. 

whentaken (otherwise they don't go.) Time of pick-up and returned MUST be adhered to (I don't live at the Hall!)  - Joan 

Mason, 62383258. 

FOR HIRE: WAMBOIN COMMUNITY HALL.  Bookings arranged by Joan Mason 6238 3258.   Local Residents $100, Bond 

$250.   Non-Resident $150, Bond $300. The Hall is not available for teenage, 18 or 21st. functions. 

Whisper Advertising Rates: Local classified advertisements are free, as are announcements from community organisations 

and clubs.  Business advertisements pay printing and Community Association Projects.   Contact editor on 6238-3484 for 

information.   Advertising rates:  Full Page - $120    Half Pg - $60  1/3 Pg $40   1/4 Pg - $30  1/6 Pg - $25  1/8 Pg - $20 
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IT IS THE OFFICIAL BUSH FIRE DANGER PERIOD  
(1

st
 October – 31

st
 March) 

 

THERE IS A REAL RISK OF UNCONTROLLED FIRES  

IN OUR AREA 
 

TO REPORT FIRES OR SMOKE SIGHTINGS 

RING TRIPLE ZERO 

 
 

FIRE PERMITS 

During the Bush Fire Danger Period a Fire Permit is required for any fire in the open (other than a cooking fire in a 

properly constructed fire place with a 2 metre cleared border around it).  During days of Total Fire Ban (TOBAN), 

permits are suspended and no fires can be lit for the duration of the TOBAN.  Permits are also automatically 

suspended on days of Very High fire danger or above.  Permits may also be suspended on days of High fire danger 

after taking into account changed or deteriorating weather conditions.  For further enquiries, phone the Brigade 

Captain 0409 991 340 or email: captain@brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au 
 

 

PREPARE.    ACT.    SURVIVE. 

UPDATE ON THE BUSHFIRE SEASON 

As you will be aware, it has been a difficult and extremely busy start to the bush fire danger season across New South Wales.  

There have been several large and devastating fires including some that have led to loss of human and animal life, and 

destruction of hundreds of buildings and thousands of hectares of land.  At the time of preparing this article, while the cooler 

temperatures and recent rain have brought short term relief there is a need for us to remain vigilant and be prepared throughout 

the fire season.  It is of great concern that there have been fires across NSW of such magnitude so early in the bush fire season.  

The recent Spring rain, while very welcome in the current situation, brings with it the prospect of further growth to an already 

heavy grass and leaf litter fuel load.  With this comes an increasing chance of wild fire occurring as the grasses cure and bush 

dries out in the warmer months ahead.  We can expect fire danger levels and the chances of fire occurring to increase between 

now and the end of March. 

PREPARE FOR THE BUSH FIRE SEASON NOW! 

For those of you who have yet to finalise your Bush Fire Survival Plan, now is not too late, and hopefully the bush fire events 

of the past several weeks across New South Wales will have triggered you to do so.  Research indicates that when threatened 

by bush fires, people will often leave it too late to make critical decisions and have few safe options left.  Your Bush Fire 

Survival Plan is one of the best ways to improve the safety of you and your family before the impact of a bush fire. 

Thinking "I will leave early" is not enough. 

Your plan will help you take action and avoid making last minute decisions that could prove deadly during a bushfire. 

Reasons for having a Bushfire Survival Plan 

The majority of people who die during bushfires are caught fleeing their homes at the last minute.  Preparing your Plan 

allows you to identify the triggers to leave early or prepare to actively defend your property. 

Bushfires can be scary and overwhelming.  It is not the time to be making major decisions.  Preparing your plan allows you 

to make major decisions in advance and will help keep you focused in the event of a bushfire threat. 

During a bushfire, you will most likely be worried about your loved ones.  A prepared and practised Bushfire Survival Plan 

will help family members know where others are and what they'll be doing. 

You might find at the last minute that you don't have the clothing, equipment or resources to enact your plan to leave early or 

stay and defend.  A prepared and practised Bushfire Survival Plan will help you to identify the resources you need. 

The Wamboin Firefighter newsletter is produced by the Wamboin Rural Fire 

Brigade for the benefit of residents and property owners in the brigade’s area i.e. 

the localities of Wamboin and Bywong, plus Sutton (south of the Federal 

Highway) and Bungendore (along and west of the Lake George escarpment). 
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Bushfires can be unpredictable and the best-laid plans can go wrong.  We strongly recommend you prepare plans for 

‘Leave Early’ and ‘Stay & Defend’ options.  A well-prepared Plan will include contingencies 

and back-ups if your primary plan fails. 

A written and practised Bushfire Survival Plan is the most important part of your preparation 

to survive a bushfire.  

To help you with this, the NSW Rural Fire Service offers a template for a Bush Fire Survival Plan.  

You can view, download and print a copy by visiting http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au  Alternatively, 

contact the Brigade’s Community Safety Officer, Geoff Foster, on 0428 574 467 and ask for a 

hardcopy of the NSW RFS Bush Fire Survival Plan booklet. 

Some of the things you should do now around your property include: 

 

Prepare your house 

 Embers flying through the air are a major threat on a bad bush fire day.  In a bush fire many houses are destroyed 

through ember attack, when burning twigs and leaves carried by the wind land on or around the house.  Even houses 

away from the direct path of the fire can be affected.  Look for the places embers could start fires - on the roof, under 

the floor and around windows and doors - and take action to deal with them. 

 Check the condition of your roof and replace any damaged or missing tiles or metal 

 Clean leaves from the roof, gutters and downpipes and have downpipe plugs ready so you can fill the gutters with 

water 

 Enclose exposed underfloor areas 

 Store wood piles well away from the house 

 Make sure the pressure relief valve on LPG cylinders face outwards (so leaking gas and possibly flame wouldn’t be 

directed towards the house) 

 Ensure you have hoses set up at key points around your house 

 Consider and make ready alternative options if you are relying on electricity to power your water pump and the power 

goes off during a major fire (eg petrol pump, generator) 

 Remove and store any flammable liquids or other items away from the house 

 Check the condition of external walls, cladding and seal any gaps 

 

Prepare you garden 

 Keep garden mulch away from the house and keep grass short 

 Cut back any overhanging trees or shrubs from the house and other buildings 

 Thin plantings around buildings 

 

Prepare your property 

 If you intend using your driveway as an access or escape route and to help make it easy for a fire tanker and crew to 

attend in an emergency situation, ensure there is clear access/egress 

 Clear vegetation from around sheds and other buildings 

 Consider creating fire breaks on roadside strips and around fencelines aimed at calming or even stopping a fire 

spreading onto or escaping from your property 

 Plan beforehand what you will do with livestock and pets in the event of fire or an 

increasing fire threat 

 Machinery such as ride-on mowers, tractors and slashers can start grass fires.  It is 

important they are: 

o Free from any faults and mechanical defects that could start a fire 

o Fitted with an approved spark arrestor 

o Carrying a working water fire extinguisher or knapsack (note: powder type 

extinguishers offer little help with a spreading grass fire) 

o Operated only when weather conditions are suitable.  Generally, early morning when the temperature is 

cooler and there’s more moisture in the air is the best time to mow. 

In addition, as we’ve focused on in the previous two newsletters, it is very important to keep yourself informed and stay up to 

date during periods of increased fire danger.  You can do this by monitoring the Fire Danger Rating for the area, especially on 

hot, dry and windy days, understanding the Bush Fire Alerts and looking and listening for information available from a range 

of sources including radio eg local ABC AM 666, Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade website, NSW RFS website, mobile phone 

apps, talking with your neighbours.  If you haven’t kept your copies of earlier Wamboin Firefighter articles you can view, 

download or print past copies or extracts from The Whisper via the Wamboin Community Association website at 

http://wamboincommunity.asn.au/thewhisper/ 

Total Fire Ban 

At this time of the year, come the warmer weather and people spending more time cooking and entertaining outdoors, a 

question more frequently asked concerns the rules applying on days where there is a Total Fire Ban.  The NSW RFS 
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Commissioner declares Total Fire Bans based on the advice of the Bureau of Meteorology and 

other information.  During the Bush Fire Danger period, the decision to issue a Total Fire Ban 

is usually made in the afternoon for the following day.  A Total Fire Ban may be issued on the 

actual day if weather conditions get worse.  A Total Fire Ban usually starts from midnight and 

lasts 24 hours BUT in continuing severe fire conditions it may be extended. 

During a Total Fire Ban No fire may be lit in the open. 

Fire Permits are immediately suspended. 

No fires in the open includes incinerators and barbeques that burn solid fuel, e.g. wood, charcoal or heat beads. 

You may use a gas or electric BBQ, but only if: 

 It is on a residential property within 20metres of the house 

 It is in a designated picnic area and the BBQ is approved by Council, National Parks or State Forests 

 It is always attended by a responsible adult 

 The ground within two metres of the BBQ is cleared of all materials that could burn 

 You have an immediate and continuous supply of water available. 

No general purpose welding, grinding, gas cutting and soldering can be done in the open. 

Your Fire Permit resumes once the Total Fire Ban is lifted. 

How do you know if a Total Fire Ban is declared for your area?  Total Fire Bans are declared for NSW Fire Areas.  NSW 

Fire Areas group together a number of Council areas with similar conditions and terrain.  Total Fire Bans are indicated on the 

Fire Danger Rating (FDR) signs adjusted by members of our fire brigade.  There are 5 FDR signs by the roadside at the key 

entry points to the brigade area for Wamboin, Bywong, Sutton Park and Bungendore.  You can also view the FDR on the 

brigade’s website at: http://brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au as well as on the NSW RFS website at 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/ plus television and radio (news and weather reports). 

Lighting a fire on a Total Fire Ban day is a serious offence and can result in fines of up to $100,000 and/or 14 years 

imprisonment. 

Motorists and cigarette butts 

We hope you are not a ‘tosser’.  A number of residents have raised their concern at the amount of cigarette 

butts along local roads and Norton Rd in particular.  Throwing a cigarette butt from the window of a vehicle is 

like throwing a lit match into the bush – it is a recipe for a fire disaster.  Whether the culprits are local 

residents or people passing through – the butt and the consequences are left with us – the wider community.  

To Whom It May Concern – don’t be a ‘tosser’.  There are severe penalties for littering and up to gaol time for starting a fire.  

BRIGADE ACTIVITY 

Incidents since last month’s newsletter 

Since the last newsletter our key operational focus has been to assist the Rural Fire Service 

and other resources from NSW and interstate support the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service in the battle to contain a large wildfire in the rugged Budawang National Park and 

Wirritin Ridge north-east of Braidwood.  Our Brigade offered crews on rotation day and 

night as and when requested.  Fortunately some decent rain in the first half of November 

helped the fire fighting cause but not before the fires that had been burning for many weeks 

had worked their way through more than 9,000 hectares.  Many 

thanks to our firefighters who participated or remained on standby 

and to the Brigade’s incredible Support Crew who came to the Fire 

Station at all hours to refresh and replenish the fire tankers as our firefighters returned from the 

fireground. 

 

In our own brigade area, there were three incidents (Sunday 10 Nov – Federal Hwy, Sutton Monday 

11 Nov – Bungendore & Joe Rocks Rd, Bungendore and 21 Nov Sutton Rd Sutton).  Fortunately all 

these required resourcing for only a short time. 

Community Engagement 

On Saturday 16 November the Brigade set up its Info Shopfront at the Wamboin market.  Members of 

the Community Engagement Team fielded enquiries from several residents including newcomers to the area.  Resident 

questions ranged from Bush Fire Survival Plans, to property preparations, how to start a pump and organising a property site 

visit. 

 

During November several members of the Community Engagement Team continued the brigade practice of conducting 

property visits on request to help provide guidance to residents on their property preparations.  The brigade has been providing 
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this free service for a number of years.  If you’d like to arrange a visit, please contact the Community Safety Officer, Geoff 

Foster, by email communitysafety@brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au or ring 0428 574 467. 

 

Brigade members are also assisting a growing number of Community FireWise Groups of neighbours or residents who live in a 

shared bushfire risk environment and who are forming together to share information within the group for mutual support. 

 

Training News 

Training during November covered fire fighting strategies and tactics in the event of fast running grass fires.  It also included a 

check of the equipment and supplies on each of the fire tankers following the ongoing rotation of crews and tankers during the 

month at the large bush fire in the Wirritin Ridge/ Budawang National Park north-east of Braidwood. 

 

A number of our people have also been assisting others members including those in other brigades in the Zone to undertake 

formal training courses. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sat 21
 
December 2013 Brigade Info Stall adjacent the Wamboin Markets – 112 Bingley Way Wamboin. 

Sat 18 January 2014 Brigade Info Stall adjacent the Wamboin Markets – 112 Bingley Way Wamboin. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Recruitment:   About joining the Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade 

Becoming a volunteer firefighter or member of the brigade’s support group is rewarding.  The brigade particularly needs 

younger members (18 years or older) to ensure its long-term continuity as a viable force.  The NSW RFS provides all the 

necessary training.  If you are interested in learning new skills, sharing your expertise, and committed to an active ongoing 

participation, please call the Secretary, Jim Greethead, on 6230 3165 or email: secretary@brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au 

for a chat and to seek a Membership Application Pack. 

NSW Rural Fire Service Website 

The NSW Rural Fire Service website is an important information point to assist you prepare against the threat of bush fire.  

The NSW RFS web address is http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/ 

Wamboin Brigade Website  

The site will help you monitor local conditions and Brigade announcements.  Our Community Information section has useful 

information including links to other websites such as the NSW Rural Fire Service that provide guidance regarding bush and 

grass fire preparations.  You’ll also find the brigade’s history and other interesting material including photos on our website at 

http://brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Further help from the Brigade 

If you have a non-emergency enquiry, e.g. need guidance with your Bush Fire Survival Plan or would like a brigade member to 

visit you on your property to provide helpful advice on your property preparations, please send an email with your contact 

details to captain@brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au or phone 0409 991 340. 

And finally…. 

SEASONS GREETINGS 
From all members of your community fire brigade, we would like to wish all Wamboin, Bungendore, Bywong and 

Sutton communities within the brigade’s area a happy and safe holiday period.  This is our last newsletter for the 

year.  We hope you have found our monthly articles helpful and informative.  Thank you all for your support during 

the year.  We will return in February with another edition of the Wamboin Firefighter.  Back copies of the Wamboin 

Firefighter can be viewed and downloaded from the Wamboin Community Association’s website at 

http://wamboincommunity.asn.au/  To the families of our firefighters and to the Support Crew as well as members of our 

immediate neighbouring rural fire brigades - Bungendore and Sutton, we also extend our thanks for your assistance during the 

year.  To each and all of you we wish you the very best for the remainder of the year and for 2014. 

 

FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALLS 

 
PREPARE.    ACT.    SURVIVE. 
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Bungendore Riding Club 
by Helen Locke 

 Next year will mark the 10
th

 anniversary of the forming of the Bungendore Riding Club. It is an adult riding club and 

has a large membership of local riders. If you missed out on Pony Club as a child this Club is for you! It provides a friendly 

supportive atmosphere for riders of all levels. Mostly the Club meets at the Bungendore Showgrounds on the last Sunday of the 

month.   

 In the latter part of this year, members have enjoyed a stress free “have a go” day of sporting and mounted games, a 

working equitation clinic and a combined dressage protocol, lunging and pre jump training day. In 2014 activities include a 

local trail ride and some beach riding at Narooma, dressage and eventing clinics as well as fun relaxed training days. There are 

2 competitions run by the Club – the highly regarded Bungendore Classic dressage competition in February and the One Day 

Event in June. Club members enjoy reduced entry fees to these comps. There is also an annual combined adult riding club 

competition known as STARCC. Best of all, the Club is a great place to meet new friends. The cost to join the Club is 

presently $60 and that provides membership until 30 September 2014.  Please visit our website – 

www.bungendoreridingclub.org.au 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Electrical Contractor 

Bywong 
 

Roland Wolf     

NSW & ACT Licensed 

Installations and Repairs    

Domestic & Commercial    

All Work Guaranteed 

0402 156 016    

rgwolf1@bigpond.com 

MR SWEEP CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING 
Slow Combustion & Open Fires Swept 

Repairs & maintenance 
SPRING DISCOUNTS NOW AVAILABLE 

Chimney Dampers & Bird/Possum Mesh 
Fire Bricks for Slow Combustion Heaters 

Flue Extensions & Top Caps 

Glass Replacements and Door Seals 
Heater Fans Serviced and Replaced 

Pre Gas Chimney Cleaning 

Roof Ventilators Supplied and Installed 
Safety Checks Available 

S/C Heaters Removed or Replaced  

Smoke Detectors Supplied and Installed 
For appointments or further information please phone 

Brian     6258 -1792 

The Feed Shed    
Bungendore 

Supplying Quality Lucerne & Pasture 
Hay Good Range of Bagged Feed and 

Chaff 
Steel Cattle and Horse Yard Panels 

Stock and General Transport Open 7 
Days  Locally Owned 

Steve Hughes        
Ph 62380900  0408 481 664     
32 King Street   Bungendore 
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28th Wamboin Golf Open - 2013 
by John Whitney 

 On a warm and rather windy Sunday afternoon a field of about twenty golfers gathered to contest the 28th Wamboin 

Open sponsored by the Wamboin Country Golf Club and Queanbeyan City Travel & Cruise. The Open is always played as a 

stoke event with players choosing to take on our  challenging 9 or 18 hole course. This year saw, we think the first time, a 

motorised devices being ridden around the course by one of the competitors. Rumour has it that it didn't really 

help, but coming third in the nine hole comp probably raised concerns with the days match committee. 

 As is tradition Rob Gorham took out the "Spit the Dummy" award - apparently the wind affected his practise round 

earlier in the day and left him a little red faced. I'm not sure if a Googly Ball was awarded on the day but I know from first 

hand knowledge that Len Ivey's birdie putt on Lofty's "Saddle Up" was a putt to behold. 

 Winners:   Long drive and nearest the pin winners were Keith France, Rob Gorham, John Whitney, Len Ivey x2, Tim 

Barter, Charles Guscott, Larry King x2 and Lofty Mason.   9 Hole Club Champions: 1st Ken Gordon 38/32, 2nd Rob Gorham 

42/32, 3rd Peter Greenwood 44/32, all on count back.   18 Hole Club Champions: 1st Tim barter 72/62 ocb,  2nd Len Ivey 

77/62, 3rd Charles Guscott 94/62.   2013 Eclectic 9 Hole winner was Ken Gordon while Tim Barter took out the 18 Hole 

event. 

 Open Champions:    The 2013 Junior Champion with an excellent 67/27 is Alex Gordon with sister Madison taking 

second.    The 2013 Ladies Open Champion is Joan Mason with 46/34.  The 2013 Wamboin Men's Open Champion is Dan 

Monie with a 76 gross. 

 Don't forget next month's event is our Christmas Trophy. Come along to the Community Hall in Bingley Way on 

Sunday 1st December at 12:30, all welcome. 
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Councillor’s Corner 
 You and Your Rates — This subject comes up from times to time, in various forums. It can be a complex issue, and I 

can’t possibly cover everything in just a few paragraphs. 

 While it’s probably less of an issue for rural residential properties, a rates notice generally includes several line items: 

typically ordinary rates and a list of applicable charges. Under current legislation, councils may levy specific charges to cover 

all reasonable costs associated with the delivery of waste, water and sewerage services, but most other functions that council 

performs must be funded primarily through the levying of ordinary rates. While waste services charges apply to varying 

degrees in rural areas, water and sewer charges generally do not, and on this occasion I would like to focus only on so-called 

ordinary rates. 

 Ordinary rates are a tax that must be based on a property owner’s ability to pay and/or the relative derived benefit 

associated with the functions of council. Most councils, including Palerang Council, rely solely on the first principle, a 

property owner’s ability to pay, in the levying of ordinary rates. Moreover, this ability to pay is measured, for better or worse, 

by the unimproved land value of a ratepayer’s property, as determined by the NSW Valuer General. 

 As a result, ordinary rates can change (usually increase) via several mechanisms: 

 1. Annual CPI Increase -- Determined using the Local Government Cost Index calculated by the Independent 

Pricing & Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). This is typically 2.5-3.5% p.a. 

 2. Special Rate Variation -- Under the rate pegging regime that exists within NSW, any rate increase greater than 

the Annual CPI Increase must be approved by IPART. Any application for such a rate increase must be supported by, amongst 

other things, a demonstrated need and community support. 

 3. Change in relative property value -- The Valuer General values properties periodically and issues that 

information to councils, who then use this to update their rating policy. It is important to note that, largely due to the rate 

pegging policy that exists in NSW, an increase in land valuation does not necessarily lead to a rate increase. If all property 

values change by the same percentage, there will be no resulting change in individual rates. Only when the value of one 

property changes relative to another will there be a resulting change, and this may be an increase or a decrease. 

 4. Change in council rating policy -- Due to the large range of property values within Palerang, council currently 

levies the ordinary rate based on a combination of unimproved land value and a fixed amount per property, within four rating 

categories: residential, business, farmland and mining. This basic policy has remained essentially unchanged since 2006. 

Note that rating categories, and thus rates, are entirely independent of LEP land use zones. Properties are included in specific 

rating categories—residential, business, farmland or mining—based on the actual primary land use practiced on an individual 

property, not on the prevailing land use zone. 

 LEP Update— The revised draft of the Palerang Local Environmental Plan will be on exhibition from Wednesday 27 

November to Friday 10 January. Check council’s website for details. 

 The Palerang Blog—New or related entries in my councillor website Blog (http://peteharrison.id.au/blog) include: 

 You and Your Rates 

  Council’s General Meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month, commencing at 5.00 pm. Members of the 

public are welcome. The meeting location varies—check Council’s website (http://palerang.nsw.gov.au) for details. Meeting 

Business Papers are also available on Council’s website on the Friday preceding the meeting. 

 Cr Pete Harrison, Ph. 6238 3640, Mob. 0427 711 028 

 Email: Pete.Harrison@palerang.nsw.gov.au   Website: www.peteharrison.id.au 
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Mystery Bird 

 

 

 
Pictures can be seen in full colour at www.wamboincommunity.asn.au - editor 

 We found these birds feasting on gumnuts near our Wamboin house this week. I have not seen these before and was 

wondering whether any of the local bird watchers might be able to tell me what they are?  We get lots of rosellas, cockatoos 

(white and black) and various others including the occasional galah but I don’t recall these birds being around before.  If 

someone can share their knowledge it would be appreciated.  Cheers, Deborah Gifford, deborah@cabenet.com.au 

 

Nature Notes  November 2013 
Jo Walker 

 Summer seemed to be well on the way at the beginning of the month, with temperatures above thirty degrees for a 

couple of days and dry weather.  This was followed by a few really wintry days and some welcome rain.  After more than 

70mm this month so far the countryside is still pleasantly green.   

 One of the later flowering wattles – Acacia mearnsii (Black Wattle) - is adorning Sutton Road with clouds of scented 

cream flowers. In damp areas locally the Billy Buttons (Craspedia variabilis) have passed their peak flowering period and are 

now shedding fluffy grey seeds.  Their bright yellow flowers are being replaced by the golden flat-topped flowerheads of the 

little Scaly Buttons (Leptorhynchos squamatus).  It wasn’t the best year for orchids here, but I did find a few stands of yellow, 

brown-blotched Tiger Orchids (Diuris sulphurea) here. 

 Fringe-lilies (Thysanotus tuberosus) made an appearance in the third week of the month.  One morning, as I was 

walking down to get my newspaper, I saw eleven of these plants displaying their large mauve fringed flowers.  Some plants in 

the lily families flower at specific times of the day.  Tricoryne elatior, the Yellow Rush Lily, seems to open its flowers about 

midday onwards.  Once, when walking on a reserve near Gundaroo, we saw no sign of Rush Lily flowers in the morning, only 

to find the area dotted with tiny yellow flowers on the return trip.  The Fringe-lily doesn’t seem to be as predictable, as it seems 

to flower at different times of the day from one day to the next.  This may be due to the amount or strength of the daylight it 

experiences. 

 The Wedge-peas (Gompholobium huegelii) are still producing their large yellow flowers.  A plant at my place has 

grown up through a shrub and is almost a metre tall with about forty flowers adorning it at the moment. 

 Fan-tailed Cuckoos are still calling, their rapid downward trill audible at some distance, and Brush Cuckoos have just 

started to make themselves heard (their call is a series of sharp notes on a downwards scale).  At the moment, there are some 

fledgling Red Wattle-birds trying out their wings, helped along by an aggressive pair of Noisy Friar-birds. 

 Late in September, I saw a pair of Spotted Pardalotes examining a hole in a rocky slope.  Because these birds seem to 

prefer to nest in a tunnel in a vertical bank I thought they would eventually find a site elsewhere. But, early in November, I was 

inspecting a plant close to where I’d previously seen them.  Suddenly, there was a flutter of wings close by and a Spotted 

Pardalote landed on a wattle branch about two metres from me.  It was quickly followed by its mate.  They both had their 

beaks full of small insects, and, while I watched, first one little bird and then the other entered the hole I’d seen them 

examining two months ago.  There was a lot of cheeping from the tunnel as their nestlings enjoyed their meal.  A week later 

the hole in the bank had fallen silent, so, hopefully, a new generation of Spotted Pardalotes is investigating the shrubs for 

insects.  
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St Andrews, Wamboin and St Peters, Sutton 
SRMD Church Notices 

 November was a busy month for our two churches, and with Christmas fast approaching, there are even more dates to 

mark in your diary.  You are invited to come along and join the group for Advent studies meeting in St Andrews on Tuesday, 

3rd, 10th and 17th December at 7pm. In a relaxed setting you will have the chance to gain a deeper understanding of the 

Christmas message and its relevance in today's world. 

 Sutton Primary school students will attend their Christmas service at St Peters on 11th December. As the church is tiny 

and the number of students is now large, there will be three services to accommodate everyone.  

The annual Christmas party and carols will be held at St Peters on Sunday, 22nd December, starting at 6pm. It is a great 

community event, so come along with the family, listen to the Christmas story and sing those much loved carols with gusto! 

A service of Holy Communion will be held at St Peters on Christmas morning at 9am. 

 There will be Community Carols at the Wamboin hall in Bingley Way, on Friday 20th at 7pm, and at St Andrews on 

Christmas Eve there will be the Nativity pageant complete with local livestock! We always need hosts of angels and vigilant 

shepherds to keep a watchful eye on the flock whether at the Community hall or the Church, so come along  all those who are 

young or simply "young at heart" with your halos, wings and crooks and take part in the carols and the play. The curtain goes 

up for the pageant at 6pm in the St Andrews garden. A service of Holy Communion  follows the pageant at 7pm. 

 And finally, the Warblers , the community seniors' group, may have to meet on the third rather than the fourth Tuesday 

for morning tea, a song and a chat to avoid a clash with Christmas Eve……be prepared for Tuesday, 17th at 10am, at St 

Andrews. Happy Christmas !   Contacts:  The Rev Dr Peter Grundy   6248 7913      Robyn Robertson.   6238 3202       Peter 

Cartwright    62303202      Bronwyn Elliott   6238 3359    Alan Rope   6238 3224 

 

  

Computer not working, not doing what you need? 
Need a new one? 

Let a computer science graduate with 20 years' experience solve the problem. 
All computer related issues dealt with - no solution, no charge! 

 

Keith Price 
Email: kaprice@velocitynet.com.au 

0406 376 139, 6238 3184 
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News from WWOW 
The Wonderful Women of Wamboin 

By Gail Ritchie Knight 

        A couple of Mondays ago we achieved the near impossible — a morning when nary a word was spoken. Reason: we 

had to concentrate because one of our very talented members, Wamboin resident Jacki Nagle taught us the art of kusadama, 

a Japanese paper-folding method of creating stunning flowers. It was a great experience where even a ham-fisted clunky 

person like myself managed to create beautiful decorations that could be used for any occasion, be it Xmas, birthdays or 

parties in general. 

        By the time you read this we would have made more drainage bags for post-surgery breast 

cancer sufferers. On 11 December we will hold our end-of-year Xmas party at Bywong 

Community Hall and once again we will run the Xmas mailbox or gate decorating competition. 

Note that we’ve brought the gate back into the competition. You will find details elsewhere in this 

newsletter. But remember, this year we are asking entrants to submit photos of their creations to 

sally.saunders1@bigpond.com by Sunday 15 December. The WWOW elves will deliver prizes on 

20 December.  (Picture:  Sally showing her Kusadama flowers.) 

        Next year we hope to continue inviting speakers to our morning sessions. If you or someone 

you know has something to share, be it an account of an experience, teaching a craft or other skill 

or even reminiscing over times past, let me know. We’d love to hear from you.  

        All women are welcome at WWOW — Mondays, 10 AM to 12 NOON at St Andrew’s 

Anglican Church on the corner of Poppet Road and Norton Road in Wamboin. 

        For more information contact Gail Ritchie Knight 0416 097 500 

whirlwind@argonite.com.au. 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Finally Married”   Tom and Kiri 
by Lance Schultz 

On the 9 November, two long-standing Wamboin residents, Tom Corra and Kiri Schultz, from 

637 and 258 Norton Road respectively, finally got married after more than 11 years of 

friendship and romance. They were married in a civil wedding at Merribee, near Nowra on the 

South Coast on a glorious sunny day. Over 120 guests attended the wedding, many of whom 

were Wamboin residents who had known Tom and Kiri since they were small children. On the 

following Sunday, The Rev. Peter Grundy blessed their marriage in a special church service 

held at St Andrew’s Church, Wamboin.  

 Tom and Kiri will be going to Thailand and Malaysia in the New Year for their 

honeymoon. They are now living in Watson ACT.  Kiri works as a teacher’s assistant at Sutton 

Primary School and Tom is now an experienced horticulturalist. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
AAA ALL AREAS WATER 

CARRYING 
DOMESTIC WATER 

7 days Prompt Delivery 
STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000 ltrs) 
ACTEW Approved Tankers, for Tanks, 

Pools, etc. 

 
GARRY 0428 626 838 

 or 6297 3648 
Local Water Carrier Since 1985 
PO Box 807, Queanbeyan, 2620 
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How The Whisper Gets Delivered Each Month
The 50 or so people below each spend time every month to make sure that Wamboin and Bywong homes own and 

receive a free community newspaper written by residents.     If your deliverer has been on the job for a long time and you have 
a bit of time you could spare, think about offering to take over the job or help out.     If you already have too many tasks in 
your month, every now and then give your volunteer paperwoman/man/boy/girl a thank you.   Thanks to each of you.   - Ned 
Noel, volunteer editor 

BINGLEY CONTRACTORS 
Ph: 0418 201 784   or  0419 483 103   AH 6230 3385

WATER DELIVERY 
Prompt, reliable service  of domestic water at competitive rates 

ACTEW approved tankers      Local Carrier since 1994    1761 Sutton Road, Sutton

170:  CO-ORDINATED HELEN MONTESIN:  ph 6238 3208
Fay Kelly Norton Rd West Area from Cmpbl Pl 20 Bill Owen Cooper Rd 26
Helen Montesin Fernloff Rd 35 Stuart Whitten Canning Cl 17
Julie Veal Poppet Rd  (for all on road) 32 Alan Rope Sutton Rd 40
176: CO-ORDINATED  BY KATHY HANDEL:  ph 6238 3596
Joan Mason Bingley Way 48 Margaret Heleimin Merino Vale Dr 17
Sue Ward Norton Rd (Bingley to Weeroona) 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors) 31
Kathy Handel Norton (Weerona to Hilltop+Wirndra) 22 Penny Evans Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley) 26
237:  CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER:  ph 6238 3489
Lesley Page Valley View Ln 4 Deb Gordon Yalana East 44
Colleen Foster B’dore Rd to Nrtn Rd 22 Rob Gorham South end Clare Valley 38
Cassie Fisher Clare Ln 12 Lyle Montesin The Forest Rd area  incl Joe Rcks 65
Dominica Lorima North end Clare Valley 42 Bungendore Foodworks Bungendore 10
245:  CO-ORDINATED BY JOHN VAN DER STRAATEN: ph 6238 3590
Sheryl Barnes Denley Dr (Sth End 1/2 way2 Kestral) 15 Brian Higgison Denley Dr (Birchmans to Kestral inc) 12
Don Malcolmson Macs Reef Rd (Denley to Gum Flat) 7 Rhett Cox Macs Reef Rd (Newington to Bankers) 7
Connie & Hans Bachor Dnly Dr to Macs Rf Rd incl Bchm Gr 28 Morag & Guy Cotsell Macs Reef Rd b’n Nwgtn& Harriott 30
Nora Stewart Rovere Ln 7 Sandra Favre Macs Reef Rd b’n Nwngtn& Harriott 20
Carol & Clive Boughton Macs Reef Rd (Bankers to Fed Hwy) 33 Joan Milnor Birriwa Rd plus Macs Rf Rd to Harriott 30
Beth Hope Gum Flat Ln 6 Tony Bond Hogan Dr/Orana  Dr/Yuranga Dr 35
Rhonda&Neville Parnell DenleyDr (Kestral2 1/2 way 2SthEnd) 15
150: CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET    ph 6238 3425
Michael & Jose Deane FdHwSvcRd/Bidges/Hickey/O'Gold 66 Jenny Bryce Wattle Flat Rd 11
Robert&Marzena Luton Sutton Park Estate 48 Penny & Russell Ball Macs Reef (Denley Dr to Bungdre Rd) 18
Ian Coillet Grove Road 7
205:  CO-ORDINATED BY KEVIN ANDERSON     ph 6236 9333
Phil & Pam Dawes Donnelly Rd & Donnelly Ln 27 David Featherston Summerhill and Creekborough Rds 26
Kevin Anderson B’dore Rd (Macs Reef to Summerhill) 35 Attila & Cherry Hrgsi. Snowgum Rd 26
Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (Fed Hwy to Summerhill) 25 Chris Fowler Shinglehouse & Millyn Rds 20
Sue Aunella Brooks Rd 21 Richard Holding Wyoming & Doust Rds 25
109:  CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL ph 6238  3484
Diana Griffin Majors Close 18 David Anderson Weeroona (Majors to Denley) 36
Advertisers & Misc (Out of area mailouts) 41 Palerang Council Council Offices 14
TOTAL 1,292
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Woodbridge Plumbing Services 
 

Lic NSW 148394C  and ACT 199815827     

  
 

* Plumbing – Drainage – Gas Fitting (L.P.G / Natural Gas)   * Maintenance for the above  

* New Homes – Extensions – Renovations     * Gutters and Downpipes 

* Water filters (under sink or whole house)  * Blocked Drains  * Hydronic heating (Radiators) 

 

We assure you of our best attention and service at all times 

Please call Matt on 0428 489 399   Fax 02 6282 0621 
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Owlet-Nightjar in Bywong 
by Jean-Pierre Favre 

 Around our house we have built and installed many boxes for sugar gliders and all the various types of birds that live in 

this area. Any material that looks remotely like usable sheeting ends up as a nesting box somewhere on a tree. Our most 

successful boxes are located high up in the carport where Grey Shrike-thrush nest every year. You will know if you have such 

birds nesting around your house when you find the mirrors on your car covered with bird droppings. We have also built some 5 

star accommodation for the Cunningham skinks which abound around our house (and unfortunately inside our ceiling space 

where in hot weather, we can hear them crawling along under the insulation) There could be some truth in the theory that they 

will chase snakes away as we have never seen any snake near the house despite the fact that the creek 30m below us is teeming 

with frogs. 

 Recently we have noticed that one of the boxes attached to the wall of the house could be inhabited by the common but 

rarely seen Nightjar-owlet. Scratching the box would immediately provoke a quick escape by some bird flying so fast that I 

couldn’t identify it.  

 A few weeks ago, I scratched the box where I suspected that a Nightjar-owlet was nesting and got ready with my 

camera to capture whatever was in the box before it flew out at great speed. The result is shown here as photo 2. 

I 

sent the photo to a few people in the area and some replied that they doubted that the creature shown was a nightjar owlet and 

could be a possum or sugar glider. I was prepared to doubt that the original photo I took of the animal was indeed a nightjar 

until Sunday November 17 when I noticed a familiar head poking out of a large possum box located some 40m from where I 

spotted the bird originally. It disappeared quickly when it saw me, but this time I came back prepared and pointed my camera 

at the opening before someone scratched the box and out came the bird to see what was going on. The ‘confirming’ shot is 

shown as photo 5.  
 David McDonald, our respected local ornithologist, points out that the Owlet-nightjar that we have in this area is 

classified in a family of its own (Aegothelidae). Apparently there are no local records of true nightjars. 
Note that boxes can house different species of animals at different times. When I built the boxes, I followed recommendations 

about the hole and box sizes which suggested that different birds would lodge in the box depending on the diameter of the 

opening. That theory worked until we saw some galahs enlarging the opening of a box by chewing away the plywood edges of 

the hole ,despite the fact that very close-by was a box designed specifically for Galahs (see picture 3 which shows the chewed 

section of the opening). The kookaburras shown here used to be fed by us and came to the windows waiting for food, a practice 

which we don’t recommend. The photo was taken some years ago. Soon after we stopped feeding them to our great pleasure 

they happily returned to their old way of life. We also have a nesting box for them somewhere high up a gum tree which they 

use all the time as proved by the amount of ‘guano’ found on the ground below the box. 

 As Louis Armstrong used to sing.... ‘What a wonderful world!’  

Jean-Pierre Favre 
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Re-Exhibition of Draft  Palerang Local Environmental Plan 
 Palerang Council has prepared a revised draft Palerang Local Environmental Plan (PLEP) for public comment.  With 
significant changes being made in response to submissions received during the first exhibition period, the revised draft PLEP 2013 
will be placed on public exhibition for the period beginning Wednesday 27 November until close of business Friday 10 of 
January 2014. 
 Once gazetted the revised draft PLEP 2013 will replace the six existing Local Environmental Plans that currently apply 
to the Palerang Local Government Area. The new Plan is based on the Standard Instrument, as required by the NSW 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, and will be available for viewing during the 
exhibition period at council’s administrative offices at Braidwood and Bungendore between the 
normal business hours of 8:30 am to 5.00 pm. 
The draft PLEP 2013 is also available for download from council’s website at 

www.palerang.nsw.gov.au, under Featured programs, or on a USB stick or CD if requested from Council. Written submissions 
relating to the draft PLEP 2013 should be made to council before the close of business on Friday 10 January 2014. 
 Submissions should be posted to: The General Manager, Palerang Council, PO Box 348, Bungendore  NSW  2621 
or alternatively emailed to:   records@palerang.nsw.gov.au 
 Privacy: Submissions, including the author’s name and contact details, will be provided to councillors for review.  Names 

and contact information, however, will be removed any time a submission is included in public documents such as Council 
Business Papers. Lot and Deposited Plan numbers, if included, will be retained in both instances. 
 Enquiries relating to the draft PLEP 2013 should be directed to:    Ms Sue Robb, Strategic Planning Co-ordinator,
Telephone: 1 300 735 025 or 6238 8111, E-mail: records@palerang.nsw.gov.au 
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WAMBOIN PONY CLUB November - 2013 

 It’s the end of the year and Christmas is almost here again and it’s been another successful year for the riders at Wamboin Pony 

Club. There were two Sunday rally days in November. Our first was a little damp however riders spent some of the day hearing an important 

talk from a couple of members of the Wamboin Rural Fire Service about fire safety and what to do with your horses during a fire emergency. 

 Very important for those of us who live in this rural area and we 

thank the Sue and Geoff from the fire brigade for taking the time to speak to 

us. Our second rally day was under clear sky and our riders spent the day 

jumping and getting a bit of experience playing Polo Cross. Our final Rally 

Day of the year will be on Sunday 15th December and is a bit of a fun day 

for riders p 

 lus we will hold our AGM. Thanks go to all the parents who make it 

possible to keep our small but enthusiastic local Pony Club going. This year 

we have been able to continue to improve our grounds in Canning Close 

helped by our fundraising efforts like our recent Bunning BBQ. We also 

welcomed a number of new riders this year – Ben, Matthew, Kayla, Abbey, 

Rosemary, Claudia and Morgan - hopefully we can continue to build 

our club with some more new riders next year. If you are thinking of 

joining Pony Club now is the time to get some information, our club 

has very low fees and offers a great horse riding experience for young 

people.  

 So if you have access to your own horse and are aged from 5-

25 come along and enjoy the company of other riders and see what 

Wamboin Pony Club has to offer. Our club has dedicated volunteer 

instructors who will not only help your riding improve but make the 

day enjoyable. Wamboin Pony club usually meet’s twice a month on 

Sunday’s on our grounds at the end of Canning Close. For 

information about Wamboin Pony Club and our upcoming rally days 

go to our website: www.wamboin.pcansw.org.au for information, we 

hope we will see you soon, Merry Christmas – Steve Quick  
 
 

HIA Member 

REG GIRALDI      Licensed Builder 
N SW 145587C    ACT 2953C 

New Homes,  Extensions   Bathroom and Kitchen Renovations,    Carpentry, Tiling, Painting, Gyprock 

Repairs, Concreting,  All Repairs and Insurance Work 

0416 075 910 (Mobile) or 6238 0918 (ah) 
 

  

 
ENROL NOW FOR TERM 1 CLASSES 2014 

Come and experience the wonderful gift of yoga in a tranquil bushland setting. Enhance your health and 
vitality, strengthen muscles, improve flexibility and discover new breathing techniques. Experience deep 
relaxation through lavender eye bags, supportive bolsters and heat packs. Enjoy a herbal tea and meet 

new friends. Beginners welcome! 
 Classes will be held in the cottage at 215 NORTON ROAD, WAMBOIN on:  

Sunday afternoons, 5:00-6:30p.m, from 2
nd

 February-6
th

 April (10 week course).  
Monday evenings, 6.30- 8.00p.m, 3

rd
 February-7

th
 April (10 week course). 

Please direct all enquiries to: 
 Roxane Atkinson. Dip(T) HH.Dip(YT) (RYT) 

Phone: 6238 3892 
Website: www.lilyfieldyoga.webs.com 
Email: lilyfield_yoga@live.com.au 
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Wamboin Muse 
Jill Gregory 

It's coming around to that time of the year, again…..the festive season, the season to be jolly, the silly season…but 

however you view it, it is a happy time of the year with the weather warming and the year wrapping up even if it does become 
a little frantic as momentum builds. And you know it is upon us when the bottlebrushes turn crimson and the crickets start to 
sing, and your head swims with an ever growing "to do" list. Each year I seem to leave my run a little later and I wonder what 
is the solution..  
 I haven't yet made the cake or the pudding or ordered the hams, but I have been eyeing off a small out of place pine tree 
across the creek, and our youngest family member has retrieved all the Santa Claus which I'd had tucked away in a cupboard 
for the last 11 months. Given free rein he will probably find the rest of the assorted kitsch, and maybe a few unopened and 
overlooked Christmas gifts from last year, as well!  
 Although I still think of Christmas as red and green with plastic sprays of decorative holly and ivy etched into my 
childhood memory, reinforced now by red bottle brushes and brilliant scarlet and green king parrots, from my window I am 
seeing more yellow and green. The bush has lots of yellow flowers, and the recent rain has revived the grasses, but some of the 
yellow is definitely not native. St John's Wort, following the kangaroo trails, is on the march, and causing a problem. 
 But pleasures can be simple. I spent a contented hour in the very early morning, wandering across the trickling creek, 
getting wet feet from the heavy dew and pulling out a pile of that noxious weed. Most of the delight came, I hasten to add, 
from the ease at which its long network of roots separated from the soft ground. Only a week or so ago I had started filling 
empty gardens spaces with pig face, of all things, convinced it would never rain again and that the ground would remain hard 
and dry, but then it did. The rain helped solve my problem. 
 Maybe I should curb my cynicism when the next big truck flashes past me emblazoned with its company name 
incorporating "Something Solutions". Everything seems to be so easily fixed, if you believe the name, be it "IT" or "Transport" 
or "Cleaning Solutions". Maybe there really are simple solutions. I'm waiting to spot the first truck that comes along 
advertising "Christmas Solutions". But perhaps I should be looking out for a sleigh, not a truck! 

I wouldn't live anywhere else…. Happy Christmas …..and a happy, relaxing and well earned holiday…… and may you 
find lots of solutions gift wrapped under the tree.  

The annual  

MAILBOX or GATE 
DECORATING EVENT 

Any mailbox or gate in 
Bywong or Wamboin can 
win! 

 

 Two prize baskets will be 
awarded 

 

Entries Close 15 December:  Submit a photo of your mailbox or gate, along with your name, 
address and telephone number to sally.saunders1@bigpond.com.   

Winning gift baskets will be delivered by the Wonderful Women of Wamboin elves on 20 December. 

Involve children and grandchildren, and your own inner child. 

Have fun and show what a spirited community we are. 

Visit the top 20 on www.wamboincommunity.asn.au or 
www.bywongcommunity.org.au/

 




